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Response Paper
Black Walden’s Reading
In an era where owning many slaves elevated the man's position in the society, I believe Brister's mother was clever to give her son to the Hoar family rather than let him be sold and never to see him again. The reading is informative as it hints that in the mid 18th century when a child passed the sucking stage, the slave's master had the option to sell the child to ensure that the mother in question worked like the other slaves. Also, the narrator portrays the emphasis placed on the property and owning slaves as the most dehumanizing aspect of people's traditional values. To ensure her son was not sold to other unknown slave owners, Brister's mother developed a plan to save her son. The plan was to give away her son to Elizabeth Hoar, John Hoar's wife, instead of letting her master to take the son away from her (Lemire, 2009). The plan seemed to work because, at the end of the reading, Brister was referred as Hoar's Playmate instead of a slave following the abolishment of the slave trade in the region (Lemire, 2009). Therefore, Brister's mother exploited a bad situation to liberate her son.
Ajarry's Reading
I agree with Whitehead's central idea in his novel, "the Underground Railroad" that the slaves in the 19th century faced a lot of problems because they did not fight for their freedom since their heritage and histories were erased by the slaver. The reading is educative since it portrays the social injustices that the slaves had to undergo in their new places. Moreover, it shows the sacrifices that the ancient people like Ajarry and her father had to partake to ensure their children, such as Mabel got their freedom. In a bid to trace Cora's African heritage, Whitehead introduces Ajarry, who is Cora's grandmother through what I believe is a pictogram past. Initially, before Ajarry was kidnapped, she used to live a life of freedom in her motherland. However, after she was kidnapped along with other people, including her own father, the freedom was cut. In her life as a slave and working to different masters, Ajarry is subjected to different social injustices such as being denied to engage in her native land's religious traditions. As a response, she tries to commit suicide multiple times, which, according to the author, is the easier way to acquire liberty (Whitehead, 2016). Interestingly, when Cora agrees to Caesar's idea of escape, she regains her mother's spirit. This is proof that the earlier slaves did not have the idea of how to seek their liberty. 
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